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Wi innow not with every Wind, and go not in every Way; for ; 
/o doth the Sinner, that hath a double Tongue. Ecclus. 5. 9. 
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TO % 


Right Reverend Father in GOD, 


50S E P , 


Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter. 


Humbly beg Leave to offer the 
> T - e Diſcourſe to your 
Bas Lordſhip, the Subjett of which 
is what you was pleas d to re- 
commend to us at your laſt Viſitation; 
and if I have not, in handling it, enter; d 
into Argument with our Modern Free- 
Thinkers, and endeavour d to confute their 
many Cavite and Objettions, it is becauſe 
my Deſign was not ſo much to teach the 
Prople before whom it was preach'd, what 
zs the true Faith, as to keep them ftedfaſs 
mat. The former your Lordſhip had 
made unneceſſary, by your clear and Or- 
thodox Account of it to them; and the beſt 
Excuſe I can make in publiſhing fo im- 


perfe# an Euhortation to the latter, is, 
| A 2 that 
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| 


iv DEDICATION. 


that I may bave an Opportunity of ſhew- 
ing your Lordi J have not been want- 
ing to oben hour Inſtructlons. Be ſo good, 
ty Lord, as to take this woll. meant Per- 


| formante into your Protection, that thoſe, 


who omi not look into it on Account of 
its Author, may be won over thereto, by 
the Weight of your Name before it; a 
Name, which will be ever dear io the 
Cletgy of this Dioceſe, from your prudent 
and obliging Conduit in the Government 
of them; and which the Laity will al- 


ways reverence, for your generous, hoſpi- 


zable, and open Carriage, That your 
177 5 may be as happy m the Eſteem 
of the People of your new Dioceſe, as of 
this, and we as happy in the Afections of 
your Succeſſor, as we always were 14 
yours, is the hearty Prayer of, 


My LORD; 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt Humble, 
Moſt Obedient and 
Devoted Servant, 


Jobn & ommers, 


1 


Job, . 

---Earneſftly contend for the Faith, 

which was once delivered to 
the Saints. 


SES) OrwiTtwsTAnDING the unſha- 
ken Conſtancy of the Apoſtles, 
and the Divine Bleſſing on their 
= pious Labours, in preaching the 
pure Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
taught and commanded them by their Lord 
and Maſter JesvusCHr1srT, yet were there not 
wanting, in the Infancy thereof, many falſe 
Prophets or Teachers, who, by unſound 
Glofles and ſophiſtical Miſinterpretations, 
labour'd to debaſe the Majeſty of that holy 
Religion, and to pervert the Minds of un- 
ſtable Men. Of this Sort were the Gnoſticks, 
(ſo called from their extraordinary Pretence 
to Knowledge) who were very aſſiduous in 
ſowing the pernicious Tares of Hereſy and 
Vice: So far were they from planting the 
good Seeds of Piety and Virtue, that, in the 


Sacred 


—— OA. — — 64 ＋ 


Ver. 4. 


(8 ) 


Sacred Writings, they are ſtil'd Ungodly Men, 


that turned the Grace of God into Licentiouſ- 


neſs; that denied the Lord God, and our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that walked after their 


own Luſts, and were ſenſual, not having the 


Spirit. Now, to prevent the ill Conſequence 
which the Prevalency of theſe might produce, 
the Author of my preſent Subject wrote this 
Epiſtle, and left it not only as a ſtanding Re- 
cord to lateſt Poſterity, that they might not 
be corrupted with grievous Errors, but alſo 
for an Admonitton to every one of them, 
that, in their reſpective Stations, and ſo far 


as may be reaſonably requir'd, they ſhou'd 


earneſtly contend for the Faith, which was once 
delivered to the Saints. 


Desrc6ninG Patrons of Hereſy, Schiſm, 
or Prophaneneſs, may, perhaps, except a- 
gainſt the Duty, preſs'd in this mandator 
Exhortation, as inconſiſtent with the Goſpe : 
and as rather becoming ſome warlike Genius, 
than the Servants of a Saviour, who (like 
Noah's Dove) preſents us Olive Branches of 
Peace and Reconciliation. But that all Con- 
tentions are not forbid in the Sacred Writings, 
nor utterly inconſiſtent with the Divine Injun- 
ctions, will, I hope, plainly appear Wo, 
what I ſhall offer, in ſome Part of this enſu- 
ing Diſcourſe. In which I ſhall conſider, 


I. Wnar we are to underſtand by FaiTH, 


II. Wrar is meant by earneſtly contend- 
ing for it, 


III. Warn 


11 


Ill. Warn we may be ſaid duly and regu- 
larly to do ſo. ca 


IV. IsHaLL point out ſome particular Er- 
„ rors we ſhould, at preſent, mare vigorouſſy 
contend againſt. 9 | 


TRE Word -FaiTH has, in the Oracles of 
God, various Significations. To mention 
them all would take up too much Time; 
it may ſuffice, for my preſent Purpoſe, to 
ſay, tis here taken, by a Figure of Speech, 
. not for the infus'd Grace of Fa TH, but for 
the once delivered Rule of it; not for the 
FaIlTH by which we believe, but for that 
which is believed ; that is to ſay, for the whole 
Chriſtian Religion, which was taught by our 
Saviour and his inſpir'd Apoſtles ; or, for all 
the obliging and now written Revelations, 
which have been made known in the new Co- 

„ venant, whether they are Affirmations, Com- 

mands, Promiſes, or Threats; or of what 

Kind or Nature ſoever they be. St. Paul calls Rom. 1. 
it the FAI TH, Zhat is ſpoken of throughout the 18. 
whole World. And, the Fal rRH which is in bes. 
every Place ſpread abroad. As allo the Faru, ag;,,. 
the Door that was opened to the Gentiles. And 27. 
the FaiTn, which Paul himſelf once deſtroy' d, Gal 1. 23. 
and afterwards preached. 


Bur more particularly, 


| Taz Credenda of Religion, or the Things 
that are to be believed by us, is one Branch 

ſtands oppoſed to all 

Cor rup- 


of this Falrn, which 


(6 
Corruptions in Judgment; ſuch as are any 
dangerous Opinions, contrary to Scriptural 
Affertions ivine Revelation is the ſupreme 
Rule of our Perſwaſion; being the fame to 
us, as an extraordinary Star was to the Wiſe 
Men in finding Chriſt, our true Light and 
infallible Conductor. 3 | 


 AnoTazr Branch of this Faru is the 
Agenda of Religion, or the Things that are 
to be done by us ; which ſtands oppog'd to 
Corruptions in Practice, and is the Rule of 
leading a pious and virtuous Life. This is 
that FaiTH which is according unto Godli- 
neſs; or that Part of the Sacred Writings 
which influences our Actions in Matters of | 
Religion, and directs us how to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godlily ; and do nothing 
that may reflect Diſhonour, either eee 
Maſter we are commanded and oblig'd to 


ſerye, or upon that Service he expects from us. 


3 


Tux Original Word, ſo tranſlated, is ve- 


| ry full and comprehenſive ; the Simple Verb 


whereof ſignifies to contend with Might and 
Main, and is a Metaphor taken from Wreſt- 
lers, who do their beſt to oyercome each 
other; or it may, perhaps, allude to the 
Actors in the Olympic and Pythic Games, who 
exerted their utmoſt Courage. and Strength 


to carry off the Triumphant Prize: And the 

a re oſition being added thereto, makes its 

Signification the more intenſe, and, probably, 
| = 1 —n_ 


Ck 
rauſed our Tranſlators to render it, earneſtly 
contend, The vulgar Latin explains it by a 


Term that denotes to ſtrive over and above, S ercerto 


or, if I may ſo ſpeak, ſuperlatively contend. 
Pagan Authors ſcarce ever mention it; the 
Simple Verb ſerving them to cxprels as much 
Earneſtneſs, as any .thing they ſpeak of, re- 
quires they ſhould uſe in contending for ir. 
And the Word is to be found in no Part of 
the Bible I know of, beſides this. TheDeſign 
of it here is, undoubtedly, to ſhew, that if 
Things, reveal'd by Almighty God, be op- 
d, they deſerve to be more zealouſly de- 
nded, than Civil Matters. : 


Bur ſince there are, 28 profeſs'd Chri- 
ſtians, ſo many different Perſwaſions, ſo ma- 
ny diſtinct Churches ſet up, all pretending to 
this Fal TR, and yet diſagreeing about ſome 
weighty Matters, it is no Wonder ſome Men 
are at a mighty Stand which to adhere to. In 
this Caſe therefore it will be adviſeable, nay, 
it is our bounden Duty, to have Recourſe to 
thoſe Scriptures, which were given by In- 
ſpiration of God. Theſe are the true Canon 
of the Chriſtian Religion; and, in whatſoever 
Church, we find the greateſt Deference paid 
to theſe ; where they are acknowledged a 
2 Syſtem of Faith and Manners, or 
a ſufficient Rule, and taken in the right Senſe, 
there, we may believe, lies the Purity · and 
Truth of the Goſpel. And here, I think, 
I may ſafely affirm, that the Doctrines of 
our preſent Eſtabliſh*'d Religion are no other, 
than what the Apoſtles taught the Church, 
than what they — from Chriſt, 1 
| What 


610) 

what he himſelf received from God the Fa: 
ther, without any Addition or Diminution 
whatſoever. We declare in our Articles, 
« That holy Scripture containeth all Things ne- 
© ceſſary to Salvation; ſo that whatſoever is 
«< not read therein, or may be proved thereby, 
« is not to be required of any Man, that it 
« ſhou'd be believ'd as an Article of Faith, 
« or be thought K or neceſſury to Sal- 
« vation. ART. 6. | 


Anp though we make Injunctions (as Paul 
himſelf did) concerning Indifferent Things 
for the ſake of Decency and Order, which 


are extrinſecally obligatory z yet what is ſo 


impoſed, remains intrinſecally indifferent and 
alterable. And, as for unwritten Traditi- 


ons, they being at beſt but uncerrain, are not 


admitted into our Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners. If any Man, on pretence of extraor- 


dinary Revelations, ſhall preach any new 


Goſpel, we affirm (as the holy Scriptures do) 
that he muſt be accurſed. For, if the Will 


of God be fully delivered, we are not to 


wonder, that the extraordinary Gift of Pro- 


_ pheſying, any more than the miraculous Gift 


of Tongues, ſhou'd ceaſe. Nor may we 
allow the Light of Nature alone to be ſuffi- 
cient ; both becauſe it knows nothing of ſuch 
myſterious. Truths, as the Fall of Man ; the 
Redemption of the World by Chriſt, and 
Juſtification by his Merits ; which are the 
diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of Revelation; and 
alſo becauſe Paſſion and Intereſt too often 
ive out their wild Dictates, as the Voice of 
eaſon, even about Things relating to com- 

| mon 


66 11 ) 
* * oy 0 
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mon Morality. Upon theſe, and ſuch like 
Conſiderations, we eſteem our Faith ſuffici- 

ent, if we adhere to the Doctrines rde 

in the Old and New Teſtament; being wel 

aſſured they will be a Light to our Feet, and pn. 119. 
a Lanthorn to our Paths. , 105. 


Bur alas! 'tis obſervable, that moſt of 

the Evangelical Graces, like moral Virtues, 
are liable to Extreams; therefore great Care 

muſt be taken, that, as we don't unhappily 

err in Defect on one hand, ſo neither do we 

too raſhly fall into a ſinful Exceſs on the 
other. Our earneſt Contention for the FAI rn 

muſt not carry us ſo far againſt thoſe, who 

don't exactly agree with us in every Article 

of it, as to endeavour, by Acts of Violence, 

to bring them to the Level of our own Opi- 

nion, in Imitation of that * Tyrant of old, craft £ 26 

who pleaſed himſelf with reducing all his 

Gueſts to the ſame Size, by the moſt barba- 
| rous and crue] Tortures imaginable. Of 
q this ſanguinary Temper were the Perſecutors 
of the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians, 
who reckoned, as our Saviour foretold of 
them, they did God good Service, in evil- 
treating and putting them to Death. Let 
our Point be never ſo good, we muſt not 
have Recourſe to unjuſt Methods to compaſs 
it. This St. Paul has laid down as a Rule, 
to be eternally obſerved among Chriſtians, 
when, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, he de- 
clares their Damnation to be juſt, who ſay, f _ . 
Let us do evil, that good may come. I there- 30 
fore proceed to ſhew, 5 


* B 2 ' Warn 
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| Warn we may be ſaid duly and regularly 
to contend for this FATTH. And | 


FigsT, we may be ſaid to do fo, when 
we eſpouſe it ourſelves, and make it the Rule 
of our Belief and Actions. When our Mo- 
rals ſhew, that we own the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
and when we reſolve to live up to the Princi- 
ples of our Religion. When we deteſt, and 


_ ſtrive againſt, all Errors in CER all Per- 


verſeneſs of Will, any ſinful Liberty in our 
Lives, or Senſuality and Earthly-mindedneſs 
in our Affections. In ſhort, when we render 
ourſelves ſubject to God's holy Will, and are 
ready to receive any Impreſſion Almighty 
God ſhall vouchſafe to make on us. hen 
we don't with murmuring diſpute our Duty, 
but chearfully perform it. When we reſolve 
our Obedience into the Will of the Almigh- 


ty, and are content with this, as a ſufficient 
Ground for Compliance, that the Supream 


Being will ſo have it. 


Tuts is one Way of duly and regularly 
contending for the Far TH. Agreeable to 
which, we are ſaid to convince Gainſayers 
by our pious and regular Behaviour; which 
is ſomething more than meerly contending 


with them, viz. It is gaining that, which 


Contention is only in order to. For when 
our Light ſhines ſo brightly before Men, we 
not only convince them, that we are in ear- 
neſt, but alſo that they themſelves both may, 
and ought to, go and do likewiſe. 


THERE- 


(13) 


- Tarrefore I ſay, a religious Tem 
muſt be conſpicuous thro* the whole Courſe 
of our Converſation. We muſt endeavour 
that our Lives may run Parallel with the 
Scriptures, and be in an Evangelical, tho? 
they cannot be in a Legal, Senſe, a perfect 
Tranſcript of the written Word of God: 
That nothing be ſeen in us, but what may 
paſs, and be approv'd of, at the Bar of infi- 
nite Mercy; and that all our Actions may be 
ſo regular, that, if they be weighed in the 
Ballance, they may not be found reſolvedly 
and habitually wanting. An operative Fal rR 
muſt thus add a Luſtre to our Religious Per- 
formances, and the Glory of God muſt be 
had in View, as the ultimate End and De- 
ſign, to crown them all with Succeſs. 


Wr may be farther ſaid to contend ear- 
neſtly for the Fal rn, in a due and regular 
Manner, when we perſevere, and are im- 
moveably conſtant in Orthodoxy of Opini- 
on, anda conſcientious Diſcharge of all Mo- 
ral Duties; not leaving our Religion upon 
the greateſt Temptations, either of Profit 
on the one hand, or of Loſs upon the other. 
Since we have ſworn Fidelity to Chriſt, as 
our Captain, and taken his Yoak upon us, 
we ought to fight manfully under his Banner, 
and not ſhrink from his Service, though we 
ſhould find it hot and perillous. Weare not 
to make a ſplendid Profeſſion of contending 
vigorouſly for the FaiTn, only when all is 
calm and ſerene ; and, in the Heat of Tri- 


bulation, to fall away (as the Pſalmiſt reh 


(14) 
ſeth it) like Water. We muſt not ſuffer our 
Courage to be diſpirited at ſuch a Seaſon, nor 
we ourſelves, like Tag 5m of old, to become 
weak and like other Men, that regard not 
Religion. As we did not take up our Pro- 
feſſion only or principally on Views of tem- 
poral Advantage, ſo are we not to forſake it 
on any ſuch Diſappointment. If we muſt ei- 
ther offend God, or bring upon ourſelves 
ſome temporal Evil, let this Maxim be ever 
wppermoſt in our Thoughts, That the leaſt 
« Sin 1s not to be committed, to avoid the grea- 
« teft Suffering.” This is ſtil'd taking up the 
Croſs, if we are called to ſo hard a Trial; and 1 
confeſſing of Chriſt before Men, which he pro- 
miſeth very highly to reward, viz. by confe/- 
ſing, or owning, us before his Father which is 
in Heaven, 3 LITE | . 


Ay this is what holy Men, in all Ages of 
the Church, have appeared eminent and re- 
markable for. Inſtances of this kind in Scrip- 
ture are exceeding numerous. The amorous 

Baits of Joſeph's Miſtreſs cou'd not enſnare 
him, tho” he knew the Conſequence wou'd 
probably be very bad. Shadrach and his 

ompanions wou'd not yield ſinful Obedi- 

ll ence to an Arbitrary King, tho* they were 

| not ignorant how ſeverely it wou'd be re- 
| ſented and puniſhed. Our blefled Lord and 

1 Maſter, when the Devil tempted him, with 

the Kingdoms of the World and the Glory : 
of them, to fall down and worſhip, ſharply 
rebuked him. The Apoſtles would not de- 

5 part from their Duty, for the Menaces of 

' their impious Superiors; nor Stepben m— 

1 « waat 
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what he had a Call to, tho? his ſuborn'd' Ac- 
cuſers caſt him out of the City and ſtoned him. 
And what is it, that has fill'd our —_— 
logies with ſo many Inftances of Fam'd Wor- 
thies, that wou'd not give up their Religion 
for the greateſt Secular Encouragements or 
Diſencouragements whatſoever ? They had, 
undoubredly, this Precept of the Apoſtle 
always in their View, of earneſtly contending 


for the Faith. 


We of this Church are, indeed, ſo hap 

as neither to live under Pagan nor Pooh 
Government; but under that of a Prince, 
who, in every Inſtance of his Adminiſtration, 
ſhews an hearty and ſincere Attachment to it; 
and therefore tho? the unſhaken Conſtancy of 
thoſe, who ſuffered for the Truth, may now 
be thought an unſeaſonable Subject, I men- 
tion it only to ſhew that, if they wou*d not 
do Evil to ſave Life, much leſs wou'd they 
upon weaker and more trifling Temptations, 


I wov*p not be underſtood to affirm, con- 
trary to that clear and evident Principle of 
Self-Preſervation, born with every Man, that 
we are to expoſe ourſelves to needleſs Suffer- 
ings, or to court fairly avoidable Affliction. 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, indeed, tells us of 


ſome, who, in the Primitive Times, wou*d 


voluntarily run to the Pagan perſecuting Tri- 
bunals, and publickly own themſelves, with- 
out any formal Citation, to be Chriſtians, in 
order to obtain the Crown of Martyrdom. 
Unleſs they had ſome Divine Impulſe (which 
was common in thoſe early Ages) if we —_— 
RS : ay. 
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the Fal rn. No Man is, without a Jawful 
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ſay their Zeal was not according to Know- 
ledge, perhaps, the Cenſure wou'd not be 
too ſevere. Not to avoid Suffering in the 
Uſe of lawful Means, is neither reconcileable 
to the Rules of Self-Preſervation, nor to that 
Precept of our Saviour, of joining the Wiſ- 
dom of the Serpent, with the Innocency of 
the Dove. If we can by prudently declini 

Danger, keeping our own Councel, or lead- 
ing retired Fg, avoid incurring Loſs or 
Damage for the Truth, without Doubt we 


may, and ought to, do it. But to proceed. 


Wx may alſo be ſaid to contend earneſtly 
for the Fa ln, in a due and regular Manner, 
when we uſe, as Occaſion offers, all lawful 
Means of preſerving People in the Chriſtian 
FaiTH, and of turning them to, if they be 
revolted from, it. When we ſeaſonably de- 
clare againſt all falſe and heretical Opinions, 
and all Enormities and Offences. hen we 
act, every one in his ownSphere, for Purity of 
Doctrine and Integrity of Life, and ſuffer 
nothing to be undone, that in Point of Du 
we are obliged to do. I ſay, when we a 


every one in his own Sphere: For even the 
Light of Nature, without the Aſſiſtance of 


Revelation, teacheth, That every Man has 
«© his Bounds ſet him, which if he doth not 
e keep within, it will be impoſſible be ond 


„ remain long in the right Way.“ 


A Pxr1vare Perſon is not to tranſgreſs the 
Limits of his Place, on pretence that it is the 
Duty of every one to contend earneſtly for 
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Call, to invade the Miniſterial Function, nor 
to run before he is bid. The uſurping the 
Prieſts Office under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, 
even to ſupport the tottering Ark, was not 
rewarded but puniſhed. An inferior Mag1- 
ſtrate is not illegal ly to do the Work of his 
Superior, tho? he ſhould find him notoriouſly 
negligent therein. God requireth that we 
ſhou'd all of us act fo far, as the Calling and 
Place he has ſer us in, demand of us. As 
for the Civil Higher Powers, they may juſti- 
fiably uſe vigorous Endeavours, that all un- 
der them live quiet and peaceable Lives, in. 

all Godlineſs and Honeſty. They may, by 
Promiſes and Rewards, encourage ſound Do- 
ctrine and a good Life; and, by Threats 
and Puniſhments, prevent and reform the 
contrary. By executing thoſe good Laws 
our pious Legiſlators have made, they may 
remove, or diſcourage, profeſs d Atheiſm, 
Deiſm, and Hereſy, as well as the Tranſ- 
| e of Rules of Sobriety and Juſtice. 


or they bear not the Swhrd in vain; and are Rom. 13; 


God's Miniſters; KRevengers to execute Wrath + 
upon them that do Evil. 


As for a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; he is, 
by teaching, inſtructing, convincing, and 
comforting, and by giving a goc * 
to contend earneſtly for the FaiTa. God 
requires in him this indiſpenſable Qualificati- 
on, that he be a Man able to convince Gain- 
r The Church hath, indeed, no carnal 

eapons, but what are in the Hands of Ci- 
vil Magiſtrates; but thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Per- 
ſons, in whom the Power of Excommunica- 

yoo: wn \ C ring 
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ing is legally and rightly plac'd, may ſpiri- 
_ bind ot if —— Cenſures 

not err, what they ſo do ſhall be ratified and 
confirm'd in Heaven. But as for ſuch judi- 
cial Cenſuring, as affects Men in their Liber» | 


ties and Properties, this can be executed no 

farther, than the Political Powers ſhall — 

mit. And then with regard to a private E 

ſon he is to reform what he finds amis, ei- 

ther in himſelf or Family. He is, as God 

commanded the Jews of old, to lait f. the 
Deut. 6. 7. Law of Gad, when be walls by the Way, or 1 

7 

fits by the Fire-fide. And a Parent or Ma- 

ſter muſt teach his Children, or his Houſhold. 

after him, the Way of the Lord, to do Ju- 

ſtice and Judgment. Nay, if he knows 2 

Perſon tainted with any Heretical Opmion, 

or impious and unchriſtian Practice, he may, 

and ought, no doubt of it, to give ſeaſonable 

Inſtruction or Reprehenſion. 


5 By what hath been faid it appears, that, 
what we are in this Contention to oppoſe, is | 
every Thing that God forbids, b 


Bur my propos'd Method leads me to 
ſpeak of ſome particular prevailing Errors, 
which, under our preſent Circumſtances, we 
ought more eſpecially to contend againſt z 
and they are Prophaneſs, Infidelity, cauſleſs 

-->:Wira Libertines and profligate Profeſ- 
ſors, that h6ld the Truth in Unrighteouſ- 
nels, may we not argue thus? 


— „ — * — 4 4 _ 


Fo 


we } * + » 
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Dorn not the Goſpel contain Precepts and 
Threats, as well as Affi rmations and Promi- 


ſes? Are there not moral Laws, that Chriſt 
| came not to deſtroy, as well as Articles of 


Belief ? Did not our Saviour come with Wa- 
ter and Blood; with Grace to ſanctify, as 
well as with active and paſſive Obedience to 
juſtify? Did not he redeem us, firſt from 
Iniquity, and then from Hell? And if you 
fruſtrate one Deſign of his Miſſion, how can 
1 you expect Benefit by the other? His 
Obedience is the meritorious Cauſe of our 
Juſtification, but the Practice of Piety and 
Virtue is the Way to obtain it. For they 
that have ſincerely, tho* not legally done 
Good, ſhall come forth to the Reſurrection 
of Life; and they that have habitually and 
impenitently done Evil, ſhall come forth to 
the Reſurrection of Damnation. This is a 
Truth fo plainly and fully aſſerted in the Sa- 
cred Writings, that it may be compared to 
| that Viſion of the Prophet, which he that 
ran might read. 


Snov'p the Unbelievers appear, let your 
Apology for Chriſtianity be ſuch as this. 
Did not Chriſt the Author of our holy Reli- 
gion, and his extraordinary Meſſengers, con- 

rm it with amazing Miracles? Did they 
„ not foretel Things to come, which cou'd not 
; be foreſeen in their Signs and Cauſes ?* Did 

they not cure the Deaf, the Lame, and the 
Blind, without the Uſe of Phyſical Reme- 
dies ; and, which is moſt ſurprizing of all, 
did they not raiſe the Dead to Natural Life? 

LR. Theſe 
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Theſe Matters of Fact are ſo well atteſted, 
chat to deny the Truth of them, is immo- 
deſtly to ſubvert the Credit of well- ground 
1 All which were done on purpoſe 
to eſtablith a Religion, that is the pureſt in 
the World, and does undoubtedly offer the 
beſt of Rewards. Theſe united Arguments 
carry with them the fulleſt Conviction, and 
plainly ſhew that it comes from God. We 
are not to demand more ſenſible Proofs, than 
God is pleaſed to give; and muſt, at our Pe- 
ril, accept of them he has, in his infinite 
Mercy, already afforded us. For tho' we 
hope privitive Infidelity ſhall be forgiven, 
and that no one ſhall be accountable for a 
Talent he never had, yet poſitive Unbelief, 
againſt Means of Grace, is, in the unchange- 
able Purpoſe of God, condemned already. 


f To thoſe who ſeparate from us about 
Things meerly indifferent, I wou'd reply in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs; that we ourſelves do 


not pretend to ſet up for being infallible ; 


tho* we challenge our Adverſaries to lay any 
Fundamental Error to our Charge: And, if 
our Saviour did conſtantly frequent the Sy- 
nagogue, doth not that plainly ſhew, that 
every real, much leſs pretended Miſtake, in 
a conſtituted Church, is not enough to juſtify 
Separation ? You profeſs to believe the Com- 
munion of Saints, or their Common Union: 
And is there not an Union of Worſhip, as 
well as of Doctrine? Why ſhou'd you then 
refuſe to do what you may do, to preſerve 
Unity and "Siam? If we and you are not of 
the ſame Judgment in every Particular, ne- 

vertheleſs 
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rertheleſs (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) whereunto 


we have attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, 
and mind the ſame Things. But to proceed. 


I am to obſerve to you, that there are 
other Errors maintained, and taught, by Men 
of different Perſwaſions, and their Name is 
Legion, for they are many. 


Some profeſſedly oppoſe ſeveral of our 
Capital Doctrines; and, to run the full 
Lengths of the preſent Allegorical Age, 
maintain that not only the Prophecies of the- 
Old, but the Miracles of the New, Teſta- 
ment, and the common Actions of our Sa vi- 
our's Life, recorded by the Evangeliſts, are 
to be underſtood, not in their plain and pri- 
mary, but in a Figurative and Cabaliſtical 
Senſe. I ſhou'd tremble to repeat, and, I 
think ſome, if not all of you wou'd tremble 
to hear, what horrid Blaſphemies have been 
uttered by others, to the Contagion of wa- 
vering and ignorant People, againſt the Di- 
vinity of our bleſſed Saviour, the Exiſtence 
of the Holy Ghoſt, the incorrupted Purity 
of the inſpir d Writings, and future Rewards 
in another Life, a 


Bur, bleſſed be God, the Higher Powers 
have fenced this Church about with good 
Laws, not only againſt Immorality and Pro- 
Phaneſs, but allo againſt ſome damnable He- 
reſies, and Doctrines of Devils. And, to 
che eternal Honour of the preſent Age, ma- 
ny Learned Men of late have bravely de- 
fended our invaded Faith: Before whoſe 

| Tongues 


— 
- 


x Cor. 9. 
14. 


up, than the Dagon of the Pbiliſtines cou'd 
ſtand before the Ark of Jrael. This gives 
us Cauſe to hope and think, that he that fits 
in the Heavens, hughs all Adverſaries of 
Fruth and Goodneſs to ſcorn; that he will 
have them in Derifton, and not fuffer the 
Gates of Hell to prevail againſt this Church. 


Ap again, others object againft the Re- 
venues of the Clergy; very well knowing, 
that the lower they redure them, the fewer 
Men of Parts and Abilities will make the 
Buſineſs of Religion their whole Study and 
Profeffion; and conſequently they ſhallmore 
2 obtain the End they chiefly aim at, viz. 
the ion, or utter Subverfion of true 
Chriftianity : And tho? in not a few Places, 
theſe are but the Gleanings of I mpropriate 
Vineyards, yet they fay, (what wou'd rather 
become Diſciples of Judas, than Servants of 
Chriſt) what need this Waſte? They wou'd 
have Lamps burn in Temple without Oil; 
and may be compar'd to Egyptian Task-Ma- 
ſters, who demanded Brick, and yet deny'd 
Straw. Such as theſe are deaf to the Apoftle's 
Reaſoning, . and will not be convinc'd, that 
as they, that ſerved at the Altar, did partake of 
the Wings of the Altar; even ſo hath the Lord 
ordained, that they that preach the Goſpel ſhall 
live of the Goſpel 


'Tnxsx then are ſome of thoſe particular 
Errors, which, under our preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, we ought more eſpecially ro contend 

RE, | againſt, 
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againſt. And, as theſe are directly oppolite 
to the whole Scheme of primitive Chriſtianity, 
may we all therefore, in our reſpective Stati- 
ons and Places, heartily and ſincerely engage 
init. Maywe narrowly watch the = ar 
and, as much as poſſible, countermine the 
Arts and Stratagems of thoſe, who thus lie 
in wait to deceive. It was while the Husband- 
man ſlept, that the Enemy ſowed Tares; and 
it was while the Good Man of the Houſe cea- 
ſed from watching, that it was broken up, and 
all that he had ſtolen from him, Upon this 
very Account we find, in the Sacred Wri- 
tings, frequent Injunctions to watch as well 
as pray. And, if Timothy wow'd hold faſt 
the Form of ſound Words, it was abſolutely 
neceſſary he ſhould ſtudy, be cautious and 
circumſpect. We are, no doubt of it, to 
be Fellow-workers with God, for the Preſer- 
vation and Continuance of our ſpiritual, as 
well as temporal, Bleſſings, And one chief 
Reaſon why he both enables, and commands, 
us to be ſo, is, that we ſhould earneſtly contend 

or the FAITH, which wwas once delivered to the 
Saints: And therefore, O Lord, from whom 
all good Things do come; grant to us thy hum- 
ble Servants, that, by thy holy Inſpiration, we 
may think thoſe Things that be good, and, by thy 
merciful guiding, we may perform the =. 
through Feſus Corif our Lord ; 


To whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, 
three Perſons but one God, be aſcribed, 
as is moſt due, all Adoration, Praiſe and 
Obedience, both now and ever. Amen. 
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